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Lavrov in Pakistan after...
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Following a 10-year occupation and thousands of soldiers
who
died
in
Afghanistan, the Soviets negotiated their exit from
Afghanistan in February,
1989. The exit came after socalled proximity talks between Afghanistan’s communist government and the

US-backed
mujahedeen,
many of whom are now in
the Taliban, while others are
warlords linked to the Kabul
government.
Three years later the proMoscow government led by
President Najibullah fell to
the mujahedeen.
Lavrov’s visit to Pakistan
is the first by a Russian foreign minister in nine years.

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi said in a video
statement Tuesday that the
visit is indicative of a closer
relationship between the two
countries.
The Russian ministry
statement said the visit will
also focus on bilateral trade,
which last year was nearly
$800 million, a lot of that in
Russian wheat.

Russia’s top diplomat arrived from India. While in
Pakistan, Lavrov will meet
Prime Minister Imran Khan
as well as Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Qamar
Javed Bajwa.
“Pakistan and Russia are
working together in the
Afghan peace process,” Shah
Mahmood Qureshi said in the
video statement.

Conflicts should be resolved...
Continued from Page 1

likely to be followed by a
session of talks in Doha.
What are the prospects for
an intra-Afghan dialogue
given that the government
of President Ashraf Ghani
avoids such negotiations?
How will peace and security
in South Asia be affected by
India’s unilateral actions in
Kashmir, its active participation in the “Quad” (USAIndia-Japan-Australia) and
its dispute over the border
areas with China?
Answer: We expect that
the meeting of the extended
“Troika” of March 18, 2021
will give a necessary impetus to the intra-Afghan negotiations. We note the active role of the Pakistani
side in the preparation of
this event. Moscow also
hosted separate meetings
between the Afghan delegation (headed by the Chairman of the High Council for
National Reconciliation Abdullah Abdullah) and representatives of the Taliban.
We consider it important
that both sides speak in
favour of intensifying the
intra-Afghan negotiation
process.
As for New Delhi’s participation in the “Quad”, we
proceed from the fact that
India as a responsible world
power determines its foreign policy priorities by itself. At the same time we
are convinced that disagreements between states in any
region of the world including, of course, South Asia,
should be resolved in a
peaceful, civilized manner
based on international law.
Russia as a permanent
member of the UN Security
Council is ready to assist
this in every possible way.
In principle we do not
support the creation of divisive geopolitical structures
in the spirit of the cold war.
In modern conditions there
is demand for such multilateral associations, initiatives
and concepts which are
based on the principles of
inclusiveness, collegiality
and equality. It is this philosophy that underlies the activities of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, of
which Moscow, Islamabad
and New Delhi are members, he said.
Russia is interested in
building up cooperation
with the Pakistani, Indian
and other partners in Eurasia. We have common interests, above all, ensuring se-

curity and improving the
quality of life of the peoples
of our countries. A unifying
agenda is being promoted
by the initiative of Russian
President Vladimir Putin to
develop Greater Eurasian
Partnership. Participation in
it is open to all states of the
continent, including the
members of the EAEU,
SCO, ASEAN, as well as, in
case there is such interest,
the European Union. Systematic implementation of
the initiative will not only
strengthen positive connectivity and improve the competitiveness of all participants but will also be a solid
foundation in building a
common continental space
of peace and stability, he
said.
Q2.: Your comments on
the global multilateral response to the COVID-19
pandemic and the issue of
equitable distribution of
coronavirus vaccines. What
role could the UN and other
multilateral organizations
play in resolving conflicts
and ensuring the rule of law
in relations between states?
Answer: Despite efforts
to curb the coronavirus infection, unfortunately, the
international community
has not fully coped with this
dangerous challenge. The
current crisis not only reminds of the enduring value
of a human life but also
shows again that sooner or
later most of the problems
of our time become common. To tackle them efficiently we need to unite.
Therefore from the very beginning we urged our partners to take joint steps.
Now it is especially important to suspend trade barriers, illegitimate sanctions
and restrictions in the financial, technological and information spheres.
The epidemic has demythologized the idea of superiority of the ultra-liberal
model of development. It is
obvious that self-sufficient
countries with clearly formulated national interests
demonstrate greater stress
resistance. Those who took
the path of ceding their independence, part of national sovereignty to others
lost. We regard WHO as the
main international platform
for coordinating global efforts in the fight against the
pandemic. We presume that,
on the whole, the Organization is coping with its functions. We will continue to
provide multifaceted sup-

port to it.
Russia is one of the leaders in the field of global
health care. We will continue to contribute to international efforts to combat
COVID-19. We will continue
to help the affected states
both in bilateral formats
and within multilateral
structures. Our accumulated potential for countering infections allowed us to
develop and launch the production of the Sputnik V
vaccine in a short space of
time. To date two more Russian vaccines against the
new coronavirus infection
have been registered.
Now the priority is vaccination of the population. Of
course, the issue of an equitable distribution of coronavirus vaccines is very sensitive, especially for the
poorest countries. In this regard we are ready to deliver
safe and efficient Russian
vaccines on a transparent
basis. A lot of work is being
done on this track. We have
agreements on the supply of
our vaccines with more
than 50 states. A number of
countries have launched the
production of Sputnik V.
As for the second part of
the question, the subjunctive mood is not entirely appropriate here. Same as 75
years ago, the UN is the
“cornerstone” of the international legal architecture
and its Security Council
bears the primary responsibility for maintaining international peace and security.
Despite the growing challenges, the UN on the whole
successfully copes with its
responsibilities to resolve
conflicts. As an example, I
can mention more than ten
peacekeeping operations
currently deployed in various parts of the world. Even
amid the difficulties caused
by the pandemic, the Blue
Helmets continue to fulfill
their duty with dignity.
Russia as a founding
member of the UN and a
permanent member of the
Security Council advocates
strengthening the central
role of the Organization in
the world affairs. Our constant priority is to contribute to the formation of a
more just and democratic,
multipolar world order. It
should be based on the UN
Charter and not on dubious
concepts such as the “rulesbased order” promoted by
Washington and its allies.
Q3.: How close are the
views of Russia and Pak-

istan on the various regional
and international issues
such as Afghanistan, peace
and prosperity in South Asia
and the Middle East? What
are the plans for the development of trade and economic cooperation between
the two countries especially
in energy and other sectors
as well as in defense?
Answer: Moscow and Islamabad enjoy friendly, constructive relations which
are based on the concurrence or similarity of approaches to the majority of
topical issues of the international and regional agenda.
Among them are the issues
of strategic stability and of
course Afghanistan. Suffice
it to say that during the 75th
session of the UN General
Assembly the Pakistani
partners supported all draft
resolutions submitted by
Russia and co-sponsored
most of them. And, of
course, we appreciate the
contribution of Islamabad
to the advancement of national reconciliation in
Afghanistan,
including
through the mechanism of
the extended “Troika” as
mentioned above. I would
like to note that our states
are consistent proponents
of settling conflicts including in the Middle East and
North Africa solely by political and diplomatic means
in compliance with the principles of the UN Charter.
In the area of bilateral
relations our priorities are
well known. These are,
above all, cooperation in
combatting terrorism as
well as trade and economic
ties. We will continue to
provide assistance in
strengthening the anti-terrorist potential of the Pakistani law enforcement
agencies through joint exercises including “Druzhba”
(Friendship) and the “Arabian Monsoon”.
In the field of practical
cooperation we also have a
lot to be proud of. The past
year saw a record volume of
bilateral trade: it grew by
46% and reached $790 million. We are making necessary efforts to start the construction of the North-South
gas pipeline – the flagship
project in the energy sector.
We hope that all remaining
technical issues will be
agreed upon in the very
near future. Russian companies are ready to participate
in the modernization of the
energy sector and the railroad system of Pakistan.

103 more perish as corona...
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outbreak, a total of 696,184
cases have been detected —
including the persons who
have died, recovered and
those under treatment. They
include 13,529 in AJK, 19,855
in Balochistan, 5,061 in GB,
62,211 in ICT, 93,033 in KP,
235,569 in Punjab and
266,926 in Sindh.
Around 14,924 deaths
have been recorded in the
country since the eruption of
the contagion.
Around 4,510 have perished in Sindh, 6,675 in Punjab, 2,469 in KP, 584 in ICT,
211 in Balochistan, 103 in GB
and 372 in AJK.
A total of 10,493,362
corona tests have been conducted so far.
Meanwhile, Minister for
Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives Asad
Umar Tuesday said more
than one million people from
across the country had so far
been vaccinated.
More than 76,000 vaccinations were carried out yesterday, the minister twitted.
He said the total number
of people registered so far
was now over two million
out of which 600,000 were
health care workers and
more than 1.4 million people
were over 50 years.
He called upon all those
above 50 to register for vaccination.
In another tweet, Asad
Umar said increased restrictions, broader lockdowns and stronger SOPs

(Standard Operating Procedures) enforcement had
started producing effect as
the positivity ratio had
slowed down.
Meanwhile, as the country continues to battle the
third wave of coronavirus,
the federal government
Tuesday extended school
closures in the infection
hotspots, including Islamabad, until April 28 for inperson learning of students
from Grades 1 to 8.
It, however, allowed
those in Grade 9 through 12
to return to campuses on
April 19.
The government had
closed educational institutions in Islamabad and Punjab
and
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) districts
with high COVID-19 positivity rate on March 25 until
April 11 in a bid to stem the
spread of the virus.
“Classes for Grade 1 to 8
will not be held in the coronavirus-hit districts and this
will go on until April 28.
However, classes for Grade 9
through 12 will resume on
April 19 with strict enforcement of the SOPs in a staggered way even in the affected districts so that
students complete course
and prepare for exams,” Minister for Federal Education
and Professional Training
Shafqat Mahmood told reporters at the National Command and Operation Centre.
Shafqat, accompanied by
the provincial and regional
education and health minis-

ters and relevant officials, reviewed the coronavirus incidence in the country, especially in hotspots, for
resumption of in-person instruction in educational institutions. He announced
that the universities in coronavirus-hit districts would
stay closed for in-person
learning and the classes
would be held online.
The minister said as
around four million students
across the country were
scheduled to appear in local
board exams, the government had decided that
exams for Grade 9 through
12 would be held in the third
week of May. He added that
the date sheet announced by
Punjab would also be revised so that the coronavirus
situation was under control
by the time exams begin and
children have time to prepare.
“All provinces and
boards have given separate
timetables but nothing will
happen before May 24,” he
said.
Shafqat Mahmood said
the universities had been
asked to push back admission deadlines.
Regarding A and O level
examinations, he said
around 85,000 students were
scheduled to sit those
exams.
“It was unanimously recommended to allow O and A
Level exams to go forward
as planned. This is because
these concern a significantly
smaller number of students,”

he said, adding that Cambridge International had assured strict implementation
of SOPs in the exam halls.
The Cambridge exams
are slated for May 10.
The minister denied that
Cambridge exams weren’t
being held in other countries
of the region. “That impression is not correct. Apart
from Bangladesh, Cambridge exams are being held
in India, Sri Lanka, Nepal
and other countries,” he
said.
Shafqat said data from
Cambridge showed that 80
per cent of countries were
having exams.
“I want to repeat this
exams for A and O level will
be held according to the date
sheet. There will be no
change in it, so the students
should prepare for them and
not be distracted,” he said.
The minister said last
year, the students for Grades
9, 10 and 11 were passed on
the grade for the previous
year.
“Now, we don’t even have
that, so it is important to
give the exams,” he said.
In a tweet shortly after
the news conference, the
minister advised students to
prepare for exams and work
hard. “Decisions regarding
exams are final. They won’t
change, so no one should
have any uncertainty in
their mind. Everything has
been done keeping the interest of education in mind.
My very best wishes to everyone,” he said.

Lawyer, rights
bodies seek
PM’s apology

Govt to target 4pc...
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from the next fiscal year, we
will be targeting an even
rape apologia. In a country higher growth rate that may
where the total reported exceed 4% per annum. This
cases of rape represent only
the tip of the iceberg, such
statements have the effect of
further traumatizing and silencing the survivors of sexual violence by placing the
blame on them instead of on
those who carry out the
Continued from Page 1
crime and the system that
declining primary deficits”
enables rapists, they said.
They demanded that the the WB made it clear.
Resurgence of Covid-19
prime minister apologise and
desist from making such infection rates and slow vacstatements in future, which cination poses risks to the
had an adverse impact on all economic outlook. Prosurvivors of sexual violence. longed high food inflation
They said rape was never can increase risks to food sethe fault of the victim or sur- curity. Structural reforms revivor and it rested solely main critical to macroecowith the rapist and the sys- nomic stability. Priority
tem that enabled the rapist, reforms include the instituincluding a culture fostered tionalization of fiscal and
by statements such as those debt management functions
made by the prime minister. at the federal level, GST harThey urged the prime monization, implementation
minister to read the judg- of the Circular Debt Managements by the Lahore High ment Plan in the power secCourt and Supreme Court of tor, competitiveness-enhancPakistan to develop an un- ing reforms to increase
derstanding of the issue of private investment, and tariff
reforms to encourage exrape and sexual assault.
The Women Action Fo- ports.
Pakistan’s missing merrums of Hyderabad, Karachi,
Lahore, Islamabad, War chandise exports are estiAgainst Rape, Karachi, Pak- mated at US$ 61 billion. This
istan Bar Council’s Journalist results from comparing acDefence Committee, War tual estimated that Pakistan’s
Against Rape Lahore, potential exports are at $
Tehreek-e-Niswaan, Aurat 88.1 billion, about 4 times the
March Lahore, Asma Ja- actual current level. This
hangir Legal Aid Cell, Institu- large gap between actual and
tion for Research, Advocacy potential exports, or “missand Development (IRADA, ing exports”. The opportuand Defence of Human nity cost of Pakistan’s “missRights were prominent ing exports” is estimated at
among those organizations 893,000 jobs and $ 1.74 bilwhich agitated against the lion in foregone taxes. Of
prime minister’s statement. these, 152,000 jobs could be
created in the agriculture export sector, and 741,000 jobs
could be created in the manufacturing export sector.
While some of these
jobs could be newly created, others may reallocate
from labor of relatively
lower productivity, domestic-oriented firms, to higher
productivity, export-oriented firms. In terms of
Continued from Page 1
foregone tax revenue, a
the NAB, saying that the im- back-of-the-envelope calcupugned petition is enough to lation suggests that realizprove that the chairman of ing the export potential
the NAB has acted in would bring an additional $
colourable exercise of au- 1.74 billion in direct tax
thority. She stated it appears revenues annually, taking
that the process of the Bu- into account Pakistan’s
reau is being misused to muf- value added share in gross
fle the voice of a leader of an exports, as well as the imopposition party against the plicit direct tax rate across
government which has mis- sectors. About public debt,
erably failed to deliver on the WB states that public
any front. Rejecting another debt remains elevated, as
allegation of attacking state do fiscal risks from debt
institutions, Maryam submit- servicing. Pakistan’s public
ted that she is a true believer and publicly guaranteed
in rule of law, across-the- debt (PPGD) stood at 93.6
board accountability and in- percent of GDP at end June
dependence of institutions 2020—3.7
percentage
including the NAB. She ar- points higher than endgued that contents of the pe- June 2019.
tition badly reflect the imparOf the net change in gentiality by the NAB as if its eral government debt in
chairman is a spokesperson FY20, an increase of around
for the government.
27 percent came from the fiShe contended that the
opposition parties, local
and international intelligentsia, human rights organizations, European Commission and superior courts
have expressed concern
over the use of the NAB as a
Continued from Page 1
tool to muzzle dissent. She
denied another allegation alliance, senior party leadthat she failed to appear ers Ghulam Ahmad Bilour,
and furnish required infor- provincial president Aimal
mation before the NAB. “It Wali Khan, provincial genis humbly prayed that the eral secretary Sardar Huspetition under reply be sain Babak and other ANP
kindly dismissed with spe- leaders were also present.
“At this stage, we cannot
cial costs being frivolous
and vexatious,” she asked go with the PDM and thus
the court. The LHC had announce parting ways with
granted bail to Maryam on the alliance,” Haider Hoti
said. He added that the party
November 4, 2019.
would continue its struggle
against what he called the
‘selected’ government and
its ‘selectors’ and would
strive to promote genuine
democracy in the country.
Continued from Page 12
The ANP leader said that
Muhammad Asim said the the opposition parties’ alhospital administration has liance had been hijacked by
taken notice of the deaths particular parties and its
and formed a committee leadership for its vested inwhich would present its re- terests.
port within 48 hours.
He added that the Pakistan Muslim League-N
(PML-N) made adjustment
and political understanding
with Pakistan Tehreek-eInsaf (PTI) and Pakistan
Muslim
League-Quaid-iContinued from Page 1
Azam (PML-Q) in the Punjab
PHC decision. On Tuesday, for Senate elections while
Justice Ijazul Ahsen an- Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl
nounced the verdict in open (JUI-F) fielded its candidate
court, setting aside the PHC against Pakistan People’s
verdict. The detailed reasons Party (PPP) nominee in
would be recorded later.
Larkana by-elections. “It
was the unanimous decision
of the PDM leadership that
en mass resignations from
the parliament would be
submitted before the ‘long
march’ towards Islamabad,
Continued from Page 1
but it was not implethe country due to NAB’s vic- mented,” Haider Hoti comtimisation,” he said. He said plained.
the NAB has made fake and
He said the ANP had supfabricated cases against ported the PPP candidate
Shaukat Tareen. Mandvi- for the Senate chairman and
walla said the amendment in the party had suggested to
NAB laws is now necessary. the PDM leadership to conContinued from Page 12

growth will not be based on
deficits or depleting reserves
but will be sustainable. “This
year we are seeing a healthy
growth in revenues and are
confident of achieving our tar-

gets. While we will continue to
crack down on tax evasion,
we will treat tax broadening as
a real priority and not just a
cliché. Solid programmes will
be devised for this objective.”

World Bank projects...

Maryam pleads
for dismissing
NAB petition
with fine

nancing of the federal primary deficit, approximately
71 percent came from interest paid on debt, and 11 percent was due to currency depreciation, whereas a
decrease of around 8 percent
occurred due to other factors.
At end-H1 FY21, PPGD
was recorded at 87.9 percent
of annual GDP, compared to
86.7 percent of GDP at the
end of H1 FY20. Of the total
public debt at end H1 FY21,
short-term debt was 13.0 percent whereas external debt
had a share of 35.1 percent.
However, the debt level remains in breach of the Fiscal
Responsibility and Debt Limitation Act (FRDLA) 2005
(amended in 2017), which
mandated a reduction of
total public debt to 60 percent of GDP by FY18.97. The
public debt-to-GDP ratio is
expected to remain elevated
over the medium-term, increasing Pakistan’s exposure
to debt-related shocks. In addition, fiscal risks from debt
servicing remain high.
Pakistan was already
grappling with a period of
economic adjustment under
the IMF-EFF program when
the pandemic struck. The
lock down imposed in the
Spring 2020 brought economic activity to a near halt.
According to a recent nationally representative survey by
the Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics, half of Pakistan’s
workforce was severely hit
by the crisis. It is estimated
that 20.7 million workers (37
percent of the total) lost
their jobs and an additional
6.7 million workers (12 percent) saw a decline in their
labor income between April
and July 2020. The Covid-19
shock had a severe impact
on informal and low-skilled
workers in elementary occupations facing the strongest
contraction in employment.
The construction sector suffered the heaviest with 80
percent of its workers lost
their jobs or had reductions
in income.
Pakistan’s poverty rate in
FY20 is expected to have increased for the first time in
two decades due to Covid-19.
Simulation results indicate
that poverty in FY20, might
have increase by 2.3 percentage points, which translates
into 5.8 million additional
people falling into poverty as
a result of the pandemic.
After two decades of uninterrupted decline in poverty, the
Covid-19 pandemic is expected to not only increase

poverty, but also worsen the
depth and severity of poverty
as indirectly demonstrated
by the increase in severely
food insecure population,
which stood at 10 percent
during the lockdown phase,
compared to 3 percent at the
baseline.
Pakistan’s
economic
growth is expected to reach
1.3 percent in FY2021 and
strengthen to an average of
2.7 percent for FY2022-23,
according to the Pakistan
Development Update. The
baseline economic growth
forecast, however, is highly
uncertain, especially given
the third and more-contagious wave of the pandemic
currently circulating in the
country.
Private consumption is
estimated to have picked up
over July to December 2020,
in part due to the record increase in remittances inflows, social assistance support from the Ehsaas
program, the government’s
construction package, and a
return to pre-Covid-19 mobility levels from September
2020. Investment is also estimated to be recovering, as
machinery imports and cement sales both recorded
double-digit growth rates
during this period.
“It is crucial to sustain the
positive reform momentum
to boost the competitiveness
of Pakistan’s economy and
lay a strong foundation for a
more robust, inclusive and
sustainable recovery,” said
Najy Benhassine, World
Bank Country Director for
Pakistan. “Increasing competitiveness and stimulating
private investment and exports will require continued
macroeconomic stability,
maintenance of a market-determined exchange rate, and
improving the business environment to enable all firms,
particularly SMEs, to access
markets and compete openly
in a level playing field. The
potential for a strong recovery and a growth acceleration is there. Reforms to
make it happen need to be
further sustained.”
“Despite some recovery in the private sector,
many firms remain vulnerable and require support to
prevent closures and further
job losses. Policy measures
that prevent permanent firm
closures and further job
losses will contribute significantly to sustaining the recovery,” said Derek H. C.
Chen, World Bank Senior
Economist for Pakistan.

PDM cracks as ANP...

7 patients die...

PHC verdict...

Mandviwalla...

vene an emergency meeting
of the component parties
when difference emerged
over the slot of opposition
leader in the Senate.
To a question, Haider
Hoti said that as the ANP
did not remain part of the
PDM, therefore Mian
Iftikhar Hussain has also
quit as central spokesperson
for the opposition alliance
while Zahid Khan would resign as its deputy general
secretary.
Meanwhile, PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
Tuesday said some political
parties wanted to do opposition against the opposition
parties, which would only
benefit the government.
He was talking to ANP
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa President Aimal Wali Khan, who
made a telephonic contact
with him and informed him
formally about the reasons
and decision of the ANP of
parting ways with the PDM.
Aimal Wali said no party
had the right to send a
show-cause notice to any
other political party.
Bilawal Zardari, while
expressing his concerns
over some PDM parties’ attitude, said those parties
wanted to impose their
agenda on the opposition alliance. He said the PPP
would form its own future
strategy with regard to the
PDM.
According to sources,
the PPP would give its final
response to the show-cause
notice and its stay in the
PDM after consulting its
Central Executive Committee (CEC), which was expected to be held within a
week. Though the date for
the CEC meeting had not

been finalised yet, added the
sources, it was expected
that party Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari would announce the date within a
week.
The PPP has decided to
adopt an aggressive stance
on the show-cause notice
and the CEC would decide
whether to respond to it or
ignore it.
Meanwhile, PPP Secretary General Nayyar Hussain Bokhari and Information Secretary Faisal Karim
Kundi met Qaumi Wattan
Party (QWP) chief Aftab
Sherpao in which the PDM
show-cause notice and the
current political situation
came under discussion.
When
contacted,
Bokhari said the discussion
was focused on the PDM,
show-cause notice and the
current political situation.
He said the PDM was not
a company but a political alliance and all the decisions
were taken through consensus. He said all the parties
in the PDM, whether smaller
or bigger, had equal representation. “The PPP is not
subordinate to any political
party to be issued showcause notices,” he said.
He said the foundation of
the PDM dissolution was
being laid by sending showcause notices to independent political parties.
He said political differences in the alliances could
only be resolved through dialogue. He said according to
the charter of the PDM, all
the decisions would be
taken through consensus.
He said the real objective
was to dislodge the government and not to move
against the allied parties.
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