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28 August 2025 

 
 
The General Manager  
Pakistan Stock Exchange Limited,  
Stock Exchange Building,  
Stock Exchange Road,  
Karachi.  
 
 

Subject:  Notice of Interim Cash Dividend and Share Book Closure 
 
 
Dear Sir / Madam,  
 
Please find enclosed, as published in The News (English) and Nawa-i-Waqt (Urdu) newspapers, 
copies of the Notice of Interim Cash Dividend and Share Book Closure. 
 
You may please inform the TRE Certificate holders of the Exchange accordingly. 
 
Thank you. 
For and on behalf of Haleon Pakistan Limited 
                              
 
 
 
Ms. Mashal Mohammad       
Barrister-at-Law 
Company Secretary  
 

 

Enclosed: As above 



SC dismisses pre-arrest bail petition 
in Rs 6.7m fraud case 

Seeks record from KP government in teacher recruitment case; rejects bail in narcotics case 

By our correspondent   

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme 
Court on Wednesday dis-
missed the pre-arrest bail 
petition of accused Rashid 
Hanif, allegedly involved in a 
fraud case amounting to Rs 6.7 
million. The SC ruled that the 
accused must first surrender to 
the police and undergo investi-
gation, after which the matter 
of bail may be considered. 

A two-member bench com-
prising Justice Hassan Azhar 
Rizvi and Justice Naeem Akhtar 
Afghan heard the case. During 
proceedings, the complainant’s 
counsel argued that the accused 
had received Rs 6.7 million from 
his client and issued cheques 
which were later dishonoured. 
The accused’s counsel stated 
that his client was willing to 
return the money. At this, Jus-
tice Naeem Akhtar Afghan 
remarked that such actions 
made a mockery of the law, add-
ing that the accused had clearly 
committed fraud. Subsequently, 
the court directed Rashid Hanif 
to surrender to the police and 
dismissed his pre-arrest bail 
petition. 

In another case, the same 
bench heard an appeal related 
to the alleged fake degree of a 
teacher, Sifatullah, and sought 
complete recruitment records 
from the Government of Khy-

ber Pakhtunkhwa. Justice 
Hassan Azhar Rizvi remarked 
that the government should 
have verified the candidate’s 
degree before offering employ-
ment. He questioned why the 
verification process was tak-
ing such an extended period. 
Additional Advocate General 
Shah Faisal informed the 
Court that Sifatullah had ini-
tially submitted a degree from 
an unregistered seminary. 
After a show-cause notice was 
issued, he submitted a differ-
ent degree from another semi-
nary. Sifatullah contended that 
he was hired on merit and that 
a departmental inquiry had 
ruled in his favour. 

Justice Naeem Akhtar 
Afghan noted that the issue 
had been pending since 2019 
and yet the government had 
failed to take any concrete 
steps. The Court adjourned the 
hearing after directing the pro-
vincial government to present 
the relevant records. 

In yet another case, the 
SC bench rejected the post-ar-
rest bail petition of accused 
Fayyaz Hussain in a narcotics 
smuggling case, while granting 
post-arrest bail to accused Sha-
keel in a separate case involv-
ing the rape of a young girl. 

During the hearing, Justice 
Hassan Azhar Rizvi observed 
that drugs were being smuggled 

to India via drones, and influen-
tial individuals were involved in 
such crimes. According to the 
Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) 
counsel, 10kg of heroin and a 
drone were allegedly recov-
ered from the accused. Punjab 
Police official Mazhar Iqbal was 
also alleged to be part of the 
smuggling network. 

Justice Naeem Akhtar 
Afghan remarked that the 
accused had sought bail only 
due to fear of punishment, and 
if granted, he might abscond. 
The court dismissed the bail 
petition and directed the trial 
court to conclude proceedings 
expeditiously. In a separate 
case involving the bail plea of 

Shakeel, accused of raping an 
18-year-old girl, Justice Rizvi 
questioned why the trial had 
not commenced despite the 
incident occurring over 18 
months ago. The prosecutor 
submitted that the accused 
had allegedly raped the girl 
twice. Justice Naeem Akhtar 
Afghan inquired how such an 
incident could have occurred 
in the presence of the girl’s 
parents and also questioned 
the eight-month delay in filing 
the challan (charge sheet), 
which was submitted one 
year and five months after the 
occurrence. After hearing the 
arguments, the court granted 
post-arrest bail to Shakeel.
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80 essential medicines’ brands  
missing from market

By M Waqar Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: At least 80 
important medicines are 
not available in Pakistan, 
including 25 which have no 
substitutes, creating serious 
problems for patients suffer-
ing from diabetes, cancer, 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, 
psychiatric illness, heart dis-
ease and for children need-
ing vaccines.

Doctors and pharma-
cists say the shortage of 
most-prescribed brands is 
now a health emergency 
as many patients cannot 
continue their treatment. 
Among the medicines with 
no alternatives is a long-act-
ing injectable insulin for dia-
betics is missing from the 
market. Its absence is lead-
ing to uncontrolled blood 
sugar and an increased risk 
of kidney failure, blindness 
and amputations. Similarly, 
hormonal drugs for hor-
mone replacement therapy 
and injection for testoster-
one deficiency in men are 
also not available.

Pharmacists interviewed 
by this scribe said cancer 
and transplant patients are 
badly affected because a 
life-saving antifungal drug 
has not been available for 
eight months. Without it, 
patients are exposed to dan-
gerous fungal infections.

Diagnostic tests are also 
affected because injectable 
contrast agents used in MRI 
and CT scans, are not avail-
able. Doctors say this means 

cancers, brain conditions 
and blood vessel problems 
cannot be properly diag-
nosed.

Leading neurologists 
claimed that neurology 
patients are facing great hard-
ship as memantine hydro-
chlorids, a drug for Alzheim-
er’s disease, and eszopiclone 
, used in psychiatric disor-
ders, are no longer available. 
Oxcarbazepine, a drug also 
used in Parkinson’s and neu-
rological disorders, is short, 
and so is alprozolam, which 
is commonly prescribed for 
anxiety and panic. Neurolo-
gists say Parkinson’s patients 
are suffering tremors and 
rigidity because their medi-
cines have stopped.

Heart patients are also 
suffering because metopr-
olol tartrate , rivaroxaban, 
a blood thinner to prevent 
clots and strokes, and nifed-
ipine for blood pressure are 
not available. Doctors say 
switching to other medi-
cines can increase the risk of 
stroke, heart attack and sud-
den death. Even ibuprofen 
400/600mg, once the most 
common painkiller, is not 
available. Children are badly 
hit as the meningitis vaccine 
has not been available for 
over a year. This is putting 
thousands of children at 
risk of brain infections and 
death. Even a simple vitamin 
C syrup and tablet is not on 
pharmacy shelves. 

Pharmacists said sus-
tained-release tolterodine 
tartrate for bladder prob-

lems has been unavailable 
for more than a year, leaving 
elderly patients in distress. 
Acarbose, a diabetes drug, 
has not been available for a 
year, while chlorphenamine 
maleate, a common anti-al-
lergy medicine, is short. Eye 
patients cannot find some 
lubricating drops of gel.

Patients suffering from 
pain and autoimmune dis-
orders are facing problems 
due to shortages of methyl-
presdnisolone intramuscu-
lar injection and piroxicam. 
Both are widely used but 
not available. In addition to 
these, 46 other medicines 
are short even though sub-
stitutes exist. 

Pharmaceutical distrib-
utors admit some of these 
shortages have continued for 
more than a year. They said 
multinational companies 
have reduced or stopped 
manufacturing several med-
icines. They argue that gov-
ernment price controls have 
made it commercially unfea-
sible to produce low-cost 
drugs, while local manufac-
turers do not have the capac-
ity or technology to produce 
injectables, vaccines or neu-
rological medicines.

The shortage has led to 
black market profiteering. 
A vial of insulin that should 
cost Rs1,200 is selling for 
Rs4,000 ‑ if available at all. 
Many families cannot afford 
this. Pharmacists and doc-
tors say patients missing 
their medicines are already 
facing complications. 

Tauqeerul Haq, chairman 
of the Pakistan Pharmaceu-
tical Manufacturers Associ-
ation (PPMA), warned that 
the government indecision 
has worsened the crisis. 
He said the federal cabinet 
recently rejected the fix-
ation of prices for 35 new 
essential medicines that 
the DRAP had forwarded 
after fulfilling all regulatory 
requirements.

“This rejection means 
more medicines will disap-
pear from shelves because 
manufacturers cannot sustain 
losses. Patients will be the 
ultimate sufferers,” he said, 
urging the government to take 
pragmatic decisions instead 
of delaying policy reforms.

The Drug Regulatory 
Authority of Pakistan 
(DRAP), however, down-
played the crisis, saying ‘a 
few shortages’ are largely 
the result of international 
supply chain disruptions, 
increased input costs, and 
reduced production by sev-
eral manufacturers. “We 
are working in close coor-
dination with all stakehold-
ers to ensure availability 
of medicines. Emergency 
import permissions are 
being given where necessary, 
while efforts are underway 
to enhance local produc-
tion capacity,” the regulator 
said, adding that it is moni-
toring the situation continu-
ously and expects a gradual 
improvement in supply once 
global raw material and logis-
tical challenges stabilize.

Federal minister says campaign for 
Hazara province will be intensified 

By Muhammad Anis 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Religious Affairs Sardar Muhammad 
Yousuf on Wednesday announced 
that the campaign for the creation of 
Hazara province would be intensified, 
stressing that the movement would rise 
above political affiliations. 

Addressing a press conference 
under the banner of the Hazara Prov-
ince Movement, the Pakistan Muslim 
League Nawaz (PMLN) leader said that 
all necessary groundwork for the prov-
ince had been completed. “We will now 
engage with the leadership of all polit-
ical parties to ensure the realisation of 
Hazara province,” he stated. 

The minister also announced that he 
would soon take up the issue of Hazara 
province with the top PMLN leader-
ship, including party Quaid Muhammad 
Nawaz Sharif. 

The press conference was attended 
by Senator Talha Mahmood of PPP, 
former deputy speaker of the National 
Assembly Murtaza Javed Abbasi, Cap-
tain (retd) Muhammad Safdar, the 

movement’s central coordinator Hafiz 
Sajjad Qamar (PMLN), MNA Dr Shaista 
Jadoon, Jamaat-e-Islami’s Abdul Raz-
zaq Abbasi, former provincial minister 
Ejaz Durrani, and several other leaders. 

Earlier, Sardar Yousuf chaired a 
meeting of the Supreme Council of the 
Hazara Province Movement, where a 
committee comprising senior leaders 
of the movement was constituted. He 
said the committee would soon meet 
PMLN Quaid Nawaz Sharif to present 
its views on the new province. 

Leading the movement, Sardar 
Yousuf stressed that the political lead-
ership of Hazara must struggle collec-
tively for their due right to a separate 
province, regardless of party affiliations. 
He underscored the urgent need for 
new provinces in Pakistan, stating that 
with a population exceeding 250 million, 
the country requires a more effective 
administrative approach. “Until Hazara 
becomes a separate province, we pledge 
to continue the struggle,” he declared. 

He said a clear strategy had been 
devised for the next phase of the move-
ment and further necessary reforms 

would be introduced as required. “Our 
movement is not limited to any single 
political party but represents the people 
of Hazara as a whole, with participation 
from all parties under the Supreme 
Council,” he said. Expressing concern 
over media reports of proposals for 12 
new smaller provinces that excluded 
Hazara, Sardar Yousuf stressed: “Haz-
ara province should be at the top of any 
campaign for new provinces.” 

Murtaza Abbasi added that the move-
ment would even engage with the lead-
ership of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
for the cause of Hazara. He pointed out 
that seven mainstream political parties 
are currently part of the Hazara Move-
ment. He further noted that PMLN lead-
ership has already expressed willingness 
to support the creation of smaller prov-
inces, while leaders of the Hazara Move-
ment remain in touch with proponents 
of a south Punjab province. 

Captain (retd) Safdar underlined 
the strategic importance of the Hazara 
region, noting that the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) begins from 
Hazara.
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