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1 September 2026 

 
 
The General Manager  
Pakistan Stock Exchange Limited,  
Stock Exchange Building,  
Stock Exchange Road,  
Karachi.  
 
 

Subject:  Notice of Interim Cash Dividend and Share Book Closure 
 
 
Dear Sir / Madam,  
 
Please find enclosed, as published in The News (English) and Nawa-i-Waqt (Urdu) newspapers, 
copies of the Notice of Interim Cash Dividend and Share Book Closure. 
 
You may please inform the TRE Certificate holders of the Exchange accordingly. 
 
Thank you. 
For and on behalf of Haleon Pakistan Limited 
                              
 
 
 
Ms. Mashal Mohammad       
Barrister-at-Law 
Company Secretary  
 

 

Enclosed: As above 



KP reports 370 child sexual assault cases this year 
Up to 10 children were killed after rape 

By Javed Aziz Khan 

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa reported 370 cases 
of child sexual assault and 10 
cases involving the murder 
of children after rape during 
the first seven months of the 
current year, officials said. 

Separately, 66 children 
were killed in 64 separate 
incidents not involving rape 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa dur-
ing the period. 

The figures speak vol-
umes about violence against 
children, both male and 
female, in different districts, 
with the culprits mostly 
being people close to the 
victims. 

A large number of the 
accused have been arrested 

in these gruesome cases, 
while  the cases have 
remained pending before 
different courts for many 
months. 

The number of rape cases 
during the current year has 
already reached nearly 
88 per cent of the cases 
reported during the entire 
2025. 

More alarmingly, cases of 
child rape involving murder 
have already surpassed the 
figure recorded in 2025. A 
total of 10 such cases were 
reported between January 1 
and July 31, 2026, compared 
with eight cases recorded 
during the entire previous 
year. 

Official data showed that 
565 accused were charged in 

370 child rape cases during 
the first seven months of the 
current year, while 486 of 
them were arrested. 

According to the official 
data, 37 cases were under 
investigation, while 319 had 
been charge-sheeted and 324 
were pending before courts. 

Officials of the Investiga-
tion Department said that, 
of those arrested, one case 
was compromised and eight 
cases were discharged. 

“Of the 10 cases involv-
ing the rape and murder of 
children registered during 
the first seven months of 
2026, all 13 accused were 
charged and arrested. One 
case was under investi-
gation and nine had been 
challaned, with the cases 

pending before courts,” 
Deputy Inspector General 
of Police (Operations), 
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa, 
Muhammad Hussain Khan 
told The News. 

He said that 423 child 
rape cases involving 423 vic-
tims were registered in the 
province last year. 

“Police charged 678 
accused and arrested 582 of 
them. A total of 416 cases 
were challaned, while 396 
cases were pending before 
trial courts,” the official said. 

Child murder cases not 
involving rape, however, 
showed a different trend. 

Sixty-four cases were 
reported in which 66 chil-
dren were killed during 
the first seven months of 

2026. Police charged 112 
accused and arrested 78 in 
these cases, while 53 cases 
remained pending before 
courts. 

Last year, 109 cases 
involving 123 child victims 
were registered. Police 
charged 230 accused in the 
109 child murder cases and 
arrested 119 in 2025, with 
104 cases pending before 
courts. 

“Gruesome criminal 
cases involving women and 
children need an appropriate 
response from all stakehold-
ers in the criminal justice 
system. The majority of 
cases registered in 2025 and 
2026 involving rape, gang 
rape, child abuse and child 
abuse with murder are still 
pending before trial courts,” 
said another official. 

He said all those involved 
in such crimes must be 
arrested by the police and 
punished by the courts 
within the minimum possi-
ble time to ensure justice 
and deter others from com-
mitting such crimes against 
children and women. 

Recently, the murder 
and sexual assault of five-
year-old Ayat Noor once 
again highlighted the need 
for stricter laws and their 
effective implementation by 
the courts in such cases to 
protect children from such 
predators in the future. 

Chief Minister Muham-
mad Sohail Afridi visited 
the residence of five-year-
old Ayat Noor, who went 
missing from her home on 
August 10 and was later 
found dead. 

Ayat Noor was allegedly 
subjected to sexual assault 
before being murdered, 
according to initial reports, 
in a case that has sparked 
concern over the safety and 
protection of children. 

In a move to preserve 
Ayat Noor’s memory, the 
chief minister announced 
that the high school in her 
Pathan Colony would be 
named after her.  

A resolution would also 
be tabled in the next session 
of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Assembly seeking to name 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Child Protection Bill after 
Ayat Noor. 
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PPP accuses PML-N 
of prioritising politics 

over AJK interests 
By Asim Yasin 

ISLAMABAD: The Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) 
leader of Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP) and for-
mer prime minister, Faisal 
Mumtaz Rathore, on Monday 
accused the Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) of prioritising political 
power over the interests of 
the state, and called for dou-
bling AJK’s budget as well as 
ensuring a level playing field 
for all political parties in the 
region. 

Addressing a press con-
ference at the PPP Secre-
tariat in Islamabad, Rathore 
said unrest in AJK could 
not be treated as a purely 
regional matter, stressing 
that the region’s stability had 
direct political, economic 
and social implications for 
Pakistan. “Kashmir is Paki-
stan’s jugular vein, and just 
as pain in the jugular vein 
affects the entire body, any 
unrest in AJK affects the 
political, economic and 
social stability of the coun-
try,” Rathore said. 

He said the situation 
in AJK over the past three 
months had caused serious 
concerns among the people 
of the region as well as the 
wider Pakistani public. The 
issues confronting AJK, he 
added, could not be ignored 
because the relationship 
between Pakistan and Kash-
mir was rooted in shared his-
tory, ideology and emotion. 

According to Rathore, 

the PPP inherited a situation 
in which political and admin-
istrative institutions had 
been weakened and public 
confidence had declined. 
Despite the difficulties, he 
said, the party completed 
the electoral process and 
sought to restore confidence 
in democratic institutions. 
“The priority was not power 
but the state, democracy and 
public confidence,” he said 
claiming that during the PPP 
government, efforts were 
made to address the under-
lying issues behind public 
unrest and protests. 

He said government 
affairs had become so dif-
ficult during the crisis that 
even routine administrative 
functions and the move-
ment of official vehicles 
had become challenging. 
He credited President Asif 
Ali Zardari, PPP Chairman 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and 
Faryal Talpur with provid-
ing political guidance to the 
party government in AJK. 

Criticising the PML-N, 
Rathore alleged that the 
party had focused more on 
protecting its political posi-
tion than on the state’s inter-
ests. He said that when AJK 
was facing a serious political 
and administrative crisis, the 
PPP leadership consulted 
its central leadership and 
decided that protecting the 
state should take prece-
dence over political narra-
tives and short-term political 
considerations. 

He demanded that the 

federal government immedi-
ately double the AJK budget 
and ensure adequate funding 
for health, education, roads 
and employment projects. 
He particularly called for an 
increase in the budget for 
the Poonch division, say-
ing the people of the area 
needed urgent investment 
in basic services and infra-
structure. 

“Azad Kashmir is not any-
one’s political inheritance; it 
is the home of five million 
people,” he said, adding the 
PPP would support every 
constructive development 
initiative by the government 
if it genuinely benefited the 
people of AJK. 

Rathore said the demand 
to abolish or reduce the 
seats reserved for refugees 
had been one of the most 
significant issues raised 
by the JAAC. He said the 
matter was constitution-
ally and politically sensitive 
and could have far-reaching 
implications for political 
representation in AJK, its 
relationship with the feder-
ation and the international 
narrative surrounding the 
Kashmir dispute. 

Rathore maintained 
that the PPP had avoided 
decisions that could have 
undermined the internal 
balance of the state or dam-
aged the Kashmir cause. 
He described the relation-
ship between Pakistan and 
AJK as the one based on a 
shared history, ideology and 
struggle and said no political 

interest should be allowed to 
undermine it. 

He alleged that the 
PML-N’s focus in AJK had 
remained on forming gov-
ernments and maintain-
ing political power, while 
public welfare and devel-
opment had been given 
secondary importance. He 
recalled that former prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif had 
announced during an offi-
cial visit that the AJK budget 
would be increased up to 
tenfold. “At that time, we 
said forget ten times, at least 
double the budget so that 
relief and development work 
could begin immediately. 
Unfortunately, that promise 
has still not been fulfilled,” 
he added. 

He regretted that the 
PPP’s proposals and con-
cerns were not given due 
consideration. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, former AJK president 
Sardar Yaqoob Khan criti-
cised what he described as 
biased media coverage of 
the Kashmir situation and 
alleged that some Pakistani 
media channels had inad-
vertently projected what he 
called the Indian narrative. 

“The people of the state 
are already facing depriva-
tion; they should not be sub-
jected to further pressure,” 
he said and called on the 
government to investigate 
the circumstances that led 
to the unrest in Poonch, and 
provide relief to affected 
citizens.

Pims tragedy 
leaves IHRA board 

dysfunctional
Chairman and four members tender resignations

By M. Waqar Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Healthcare Regulatory 
Authority (IHRA) board has 
been left virtually dysfunc-
tional after its chairman Dr 
Muhammad Riaz Shahbaz 
Janjua and four other mem-
bers resigned amid growing 
scrutiny of the regulator 
following the PIMS nursery 
fire that killed 14 newborns, 
senior health ministry offi-
cials confirmed on Monday.

Four of the five offi-
cials who have resigned 
have now been identified 
as Chairman Dr Riaz Shah-
baz Janjua, pulmonologist 
Dr Mati-ur-Rehman, Col 
(retd) Dr Arif and Asma 
Khalil, a nurse from the 
Pakistan Institute of Med-
ical Sciences (PIMS). The 
identity of the fourth mem-
ber, besides the chairman, 
could not immediately be 
confirmed.

“The board is almost 
gone,” a senior health min-
istry official said, confirm-
ing that four members in 
addition to the chairman 
had tendered their resigna-
tions.

The federal cabinet has 
already formally approved 
Dr Janjua’s resignation 
from both the office of 
chairman and membership 
of the IHRA board.

According to a Cabinet 

Division decision dated 
August 31, the cabinet con-
sidered a summary submit-
ted by the National Health 
Services, Regulations and 
Coordination Division on 
August 30 regarding Dr 
Janjua’s resignation and 
approved the proposal con-
tained in paragraph six of 
the summary.

The decision was taken 
through circulation under 
Rules 17(1)(b) and 19(1) of 
the Rules of Business, 1973.

In a separate memoran-
dum marked “Secret/Imme-
diate”, the Cabinet Division 
directed the federal health 
ministry to initiate neces-
sary action immediately to 
implement the cabinet deci-
sion and furnish an imple-
mentation report within 
seven days.

Health ministry officials 
said Dr Janjua was report-
edly asked to step down 
following concerns at the 
highest level, including the 
Prime Minister’s Office, 
over a potential conflict 
of interest arising from his 
alleged association with 
private healthcare and med-
ical education institutions 
while heading the statutory 
authority responsible for 
regulating healthcare estab-
lishments in Islamabad. The 
cabinet decision approving 
his resignation, however, 
does not record any finding 

of wrongdoing against Dr 
Janjua.

M e a n w h i l e ,  D r 
Mati-ur-Rehman, a pulmo-
nologist currently associ-
ated with the Health Ser-
vices Academy, Col (retd) 
Dr Arif and PIMS nurse 
Asma Khalil have also ten-
dered their resignations 
from the IHRA board, offi-
cials said.

Officials said the resig-
nations were presented to 
Federal Health Secretary 
Capt (retd) Muhammad 
Mahmood. A fourth mem-
ber has also resigned, tak-
ing the number of departing 
board members to four in 
addition to the chairman, 
but the official’s identity 
could not immediately be 
established.

The departures have 
effectively dismantled most 
of the existing IHRA board 
and come amid growing 
questions about the author-
ity’s regulatory role follow-
ing the PIMS tragedy.

Wi th  the  cha i rman 
and four members having 
resigned, senior health min-
istry officials said the exist-
ing board was effectively 
on its way out and the gov-
ernment was expected to 
move towards its reconsti-
tution as part of efforts to 
strengthen healthcare regu-
lation and accountability in 
the federal capital.

No talks 
with those 
who take 
up arms 
against 

state: Bugti 
By Mohammad Zafar Baloch  

QUETTA:  Ba loch is tan 
Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti 
has said intelligence-based 
targeted operations against 
terrorists are continuing 
successfully and consist-
ently across the province. 

In a post on social 
media platform X on Mon-
day, the chief minister said 
12 terrorists were killed 
during a successful opera-
tion in Dalbandin earlier in 
the day. 

“There will be no negoti-
ations with those who take 
up arms against the state 
and shed the blood of inno-
cent citizens,” he said, add-
ing that elements choosing 
the path of terrorism and 
violence would be dealt 
with according to law. 

He said the state would 
not compromise on its writ 
or the protection of the 
lives and property of the 
people. 

Bugt i  sa id  secur i ty 
forces and law-enforce-
ment agencies were con-
duct ing  e f fect ive  and 
coordinated operations to 
establish peace and stabil-
ity in Balochistan. 

Indiscriminate action 
would be taken against 
terrorists and their facili-
tators, and every attempt 
to undermine peace in the 
province would be foiled, 
he added. 

The chief minister, how-
ever, said the state’s doors 
remained open to those 
willing to abandon vio-
lence, lay down their arms 
and live peacefully under 
the Constitution of Paki-
stan. 

Such individuals, he 
said, could return to the 
national mainstream and 
play their role as responsi-
ble citizens. 

Bugti said the people of 
Balochistan wanted peace, 
development and prosper-
ity, and the government 
would continue taking 
every possible measure to 
fulfil their aspirations.

GHQ hosts Turkish Armed Forces 
Victory Day ceremony 

By our correspondent  

RAWALPINDI: A ceremony 
to commemorate 104th anni-
versary of Turkish Armed 
Forces Victory Day was held 
at General Headquarters 
(GHQ), Rawalpindi, wherein 
Turkish Ambassador to Paki-
stan İrfan Neziroğlu was the 

guest of honour. 
The ceremony high-

lighted the enduring bonds 
of brotherhood and close 
bilateral relations between 
Pakistan and Türkiye, rooted 
in shared values, mutual 
respect and a history of 
unwavering support for each 
other. 

On the occasion, partic-
ipants paid tribute to the 
valour and sacrifices of the 
Turkish Armed Forces and 
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to further strengthen-
ing the longstanding defence 
and strategic partnership 
between Pakistan and Tür-
kiye. 

The event was attended 
by military officers and offi-
cials of the Embassy of the 
Republic of Türkiye and 
other guests. 

The ceremony concluded 
with warm expressions of 
goodwill for the people and 
Armed Forces of the Repub-
lic of Türkiye.
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